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69K K
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
T H E  2 0 2 0  C L A S S I C A L  A S S O C I AT I O N  O F  N E W  E N G L A N D 
S T U D E N T  W R I T I N G  C O N T E S T
Facing Adversity in the Ancient World
Herodotus tells us in the first book of his Histories that when Solon, the leader of Athens, 
visited Croesus, the incredibly rich king of Lydia in Anatolia, the king asked Solon who he 
thought was the happiest and most prosperous. Croesus thought Solon would say “You are, 
O Croesus, because of your great wealth.” But Solon replied instead that he would count 
no man happy until his death, because misery and suffering can befall anyone, no matter 
how wealthy or happy they seem (Histories 1.30-2). 
There is ample evidence that people of all ancient cultures had to face many challenges and 
adversities in life. When one considers the relatively short life spans of men and women 
in the ancient world, it is clear that there were many obstacles to a long or easy life in the 
thousand-year period we study, from roughly 500 B.C.E. to 500 C.E. Our ancient writers 
tell us of diseases, plagues, invasions by hostile armies, piracy, enslavement, crime, death 
in childbirth, and countless other realities that made life difficult and strenuous. 
For this writing contest: provide your own short story, poem, essay, or dialogue on the 
topic of dealing with or facing adversity in the ancient world. Your project will be judged 
holistically, based on how successfully you address the given topic, how well you engage 
your reader, and how well you write as you present your idea. Deadline for submission: 
December 15, 2020. 
Guidelines for Students (please note all these):
	 Your project may be a short story, poem, drama, or essay. 
	 Maximum length: 700 words.
	 Your project should not be hand-written. Please provide a typed document.
	 If you use any source materials for this project, you must provide a bibliography 
with specific references. 
	 Your name should not appear on the project itself. 
	 Please include a cover page with your document that contains the following 
information:
 Name of Student
 Grade of Student
 Name of School
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 Name and Email address of Teacher
 The following statement - with your name typed as signature: 
This project represents my own original work. No outside help has been 
provided for this project.  I understand that if my entry is selected as a winner, 
my entry and my name will be published on the CANE website.
Signed:         Date:
Teachers: please send your students’ submissions to your state representative for 
CANE (CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, and VT). For the list of state representatives, see 
https://caneweb.org/new/?page_id=230. The winner receives their award, and reads their 
winning entry, at the banquet at the annual meeting banquet of CANE in spring of 2021.
The National Association of Secondary School Principals has placed this program on the 
2020-2021 NASSP List of Approved Contests, Programs, and Activities for Students.
